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Anthropocentrism is a biased construct which takes for 
granted a privileged and central status of the human species 
in the universe of things. This ideology in the West was born 
from ideas in Ancient Greece and later adopted into Christian 
theology to maintain that the world was made by a divine 
order for humanity. Anthropocentrism, though masked by 
emerging ecologically sensitive discourses continues to pre-
vail in human practices today. The tragic consequence of this 
mentality has led scientists to propose a new geological epic: 
the Anthropocene. This epic, instigated by human centric activ-
ity challenges the survival of life on earth with issues such as 
harsher climatic conditions, mass pollution as well as severe 
biodiversity reduction globally. Awareness of the effects of our 
actions across time and space poses profound ethical revisions 
for how our species will conceive of itself in the future. 

In response, this speculative work attempts a rewriting against 
anthropocentric biases from within the discipline of architec-
ture through a fictitious dialogue with the early Renaissance 
wherein these ideas first emerged as written text. The work 
speculates on an alternative mindset that explores the pos-
sibility of thinking beyond the world as a resource “for us” and 
towards a world of intrinsic value “in-itself”. Such attempts 
appear within the discourse of a series of emerging philosophi-
cal positions grouped within a movement know as speculative 
realism which will serve as the grounding of the positions in this 
work. Using Filarete’s Libro Architettonico as a point of depar-
ture, the work selectively manipulates the 15th Century trea-
tise through a series of additions and subtractions to rephrase 
the writing within the context and challenges of the 21st cen-
tury. A series of drawings illustrates the ideas of the text using 
objects, landscapes and characters found within the original 
facsimile. Following the original structure of Filarete’s text, the 
story begins with an ethical cosmologic re-grounding followed 
by a description of the site of Sforzinda within a hypothetical 
Anthropocene context.

Written between 1461-63, the Libro Architettonico is the first 
explicitly architectural treatise written as a fictional narrative 
in the Western tradition. Filarete’s ideal city was the first of the 
Renaissance; leading subsequently to other ideal cities such 
as More’s Utopia, written half a century later. Filarete’s ideal, 
circular planned city was meant to disclose an ideal Christian 
Renaissance society in harmony with a divine order. The narra-
tive, begins first with the reframing of the theories of Vitruvius’ 
1st Century BC De Architectura into Christian myth to ground 
the ethical foundations of the work. The narrative then follows 
with a demonstration of these ideals through the founding of 
city of Sforzinda. In the text, Filarete reveals that the city of 
Sfrozinda is based on principles adopted from the mythical city 
of Plusiapolis discovered in a hidden Golden Book. It is within 
this same spirit that this series of language interventions redis-
covers the ethical implications of storytelling in Filarete’s work.
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